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Lower Nueces River Watershed Protection Plan Implementation Update 

Trash Can Lids at Hazel Bazemore Park 

The Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries Program (CBBEP) included $6,000 for this 

project in their FY 2018 Workplan, approved by the Bays Council on August 10, 

2017.  The installation of the lids are meant to discourage park wildlife from  

accessing the trash inside the receptacles without discouraging park visitors from 

using them, and to minimize the required effort by the Nueces County park staff 

personnel to service the trash receptacles during routine park maintenance  

activities. 

However, during a visit to Hazel Bazemore Park for a Riparian Education Work-

shop on October 3, 2017, it was discovered that lids had already been installed!  

Many thanks to Nueces County Commissioner Mike Pusley, Director of  

Community Services/Inland Parks Edward Herrera, and Sylvester Stovall and the 

Inland Parks Department for their work and support of the efforts to reduce  

bacteria in the Nueces River. 

Riparian Workshop Highlights Feral Hogs 

Texas Water Resource Institute hosted the Riparian Education Workshop  

mentioned above,  It included a presentation on “Feral Hogs in Texas:  Biology,  

Research, and Abatement Techniques.” 

Hyacinth Control 

The City of Corpus Christi has been spraying the hyacinth on Lake Corpus 

Christi on a regular basis and have seen a large reduction in the aerial extent of 

the plant.  They have jurisdiction to travel as far upstream as they can to  

address this problem.  Their only restriction is that they cannot spray within 

one-half mile of the City of Beeville’s Intake Structure just south of FM 534 at 

the northern end of the reservoir. 

Runoff from heavy rainfall in the western part of the Nueces Basin in mid-

September made its way down the Nueces River and filled the reservoir on  

October 10, 2017.  With additional water still flowing in, water is being released 

from the reservoir, downstream flows are much higher than normal, and minor 

flooding is expected.  Flows such as this, in the past, removed the hyacinth 

from the Lower Nueces River that tries to re-populate during low/normal flow.   

Pet Waste Collection Stations & Leash Bag Dispensers 

The funding from the CBBEP allowed for five additional pet waste stations and extra bags to be purchased.  Two are 

located at the Wilderness Lakes RV Resort near Mathis, one at the Tackle Box Bait and RV Park on SH 359 just below 

Lake Corpus Christi, and two more at Hazel Bazemore Park. 

Funding for this effort is provided through a federal Clean Water Act 

§319(h) Nonpoint Source Grant administered by the Texas State Soil 

and Water Conservation Board from the U.S Environmental  

Protection Agency. 



Lower Nueces River Watershed Protection Plan Implementation (cont.) 

OSSF Repair and Replacement 

As of October 12, 2017, NRA has received 21 applications for the free OSSF inspections and pump outs, 14 of which 

have been completed.  The remaining inspections and pump outs will take place as weather permits.  Of the 14 systems 

inspected, the inspector recommended that 5 systems be completely replaced and repairs be made to 4 of the systems.  

Applications for inspections/pump outs are still being taken.  Contact Rocky Freund at 361-653-2110 or 

rfreund@nueces-ra.org for more information. 

This project is funded through a Clean Water Act Section 319(h) Nonpoint Source Grant from the Texas State Commis-

sion on Environment Quality and the U.S Environmental Protection Agency. 

 

 

Wesley E Seale Dam, Lake Corpus Christi, and their Predecessors 

The City of Corpus Christi began using the natural flow of water from the Nueces River as its water supply in 1893.  To 
add storage to this water supply, La Fruta Dam was built, completed in 1929, and formed Lake Lovenskoid, named  
after the then mayor of Corpus Christi.  The dam impounded 54,100 acre feet (AF) of water, however, it could not hold 
the weight of the water and washed out in November 1930.  A second dam, the Mathis Dam, was rebuilt in the same 
location, was completed in 1935, and formed Lake Corpus Christi, often referred to as Lake Mathis.  The capacity was 
reduced to 39,387 AF because of siltation.   
 
In order to fund the building of a new dam with more storage capacity, the Lower Nueces River Water Supply Corpora-
tion was formed.  Wesley E. Seale Dam, named after a former Corpus Christi mayor, was completed in 1958, 1000 feet 
downstream of the Mathis Dam, and was designed to hold 300,000 AF of water.  It was originally designed with the  
option of being able to eventually raise the lake level by another ten feet.  In 1986, the City of Corpus Christi took  
ownership of the dam and the Lower Nueces River Water Supply Corporation was dissolved.  In 1996, a bulge was  
noticed in the spillway apron due to the dam having moved slightly.  A stabilization repair project was completed in 
2001, but the option to raise the lake level is no longer viable.  Lake Corpus Christi’s current storage capacity is 
256,339 AF. 
 
Sources:  Corpus Christi’s History of Water, 1959 
http://www.cctexas.com/departments/water-department/lake-corpus-christi 
http://www.reocities.com/asce-cc/wesley_back.html 

History Lesson 


